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Mapping of scientific excellence; some approaches

 Aim of mapping exercises: to provide a (geographic) overview of the 

current landscape of research excellence regarding one or several 

thematic fields

 Mapping of excellence in international S&T projects; examples:

 Mapping of Research Centres (Southeast European ERA-NET)

 Directory of high-quality research institutions in Latin America (LAC-

ACCESS)

 Analytical issues: sample selection; indicators; support; response

 How can we assure that the best scientists answer, and not only 

those that have a lot of time available?

 How can we be sure that the feedback is reliable?
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first approach -

SEA-EU-NET booklet on excellent scientists from SEA

 Selection of scientists based on

 National excellent criteria from 

scientific awards (provided by our 

project partners in the region)

 SEA-EU-NET project criteria for 

the selection of awards

 Advantages: high-quality scientists are 

already pre-selected by national 

awards; project criteria on awards 

ensure consistency 

 However: no comprehensive 

information; intended to highlight the 

potential of high-quality cooperation 

with the region 
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SEA-EU-NET project criteria for selecting the awards

 the awards should have a competitive selection procedure of the 

laureate

 it should be the or one of the major scientific awards within the country

 it should be awarded for scientific excellence, not for lifetime 

achievements or achievements for networking

 the prizes should be awarded regularly; each year, or each 2 years at 

least.

 the selected eminent scientists should have been awarded the prize 

during the last 5 years (in special cases we also considered a longer 

duration), to ensure that the scientists are still active in their field and 

therefore interested in cooperations

 the selected scientists should have an institutional affiliation within SEA
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Spotlight on: Excellent Researchers from Southeast Asia

 Mapping progress: after consultation 

round and feedback with SEA 

partners online survey sent out; final 

response rate 45% (two rounds of 

reminders, telephone calls…)

 Editing by F. Gruber, A. Degelsegger

 Dissemination: will be sent out to 

NCPs in Europe that deal with 

international cooperation and 

agencies to lobby for inclusion of 

SEA scientists in research projects; 

stakeholders in S&T cooperation, 
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second approach –

Online institutions database for EU-SEA cooperation

 On institution, not higher level; including contact persons that 

are directly S&T cooperation-relevant and available

 Main criterias for institutions

 Fit for international cooperation (e.g. has already 

performed international projects with EU partners in FP 

or applied for those) - stepping-stone function!

 Selection by scientist recommendation; „which partner 

could you recommend for S&T cooperation with Europe 

from a SEA country that is not yours“   (snowballing 

sample)
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Cooperation Resource Pool on SEA-EU-NET website:

http://www.sea-eu.net/mappedorg/list
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Cooperation Resource Pool on SEA-EU-NET website

 Two rounds of survey: success rate of 

19,41%

 Current state: profiles of 41 institutions 

on the website in the „cooperation 

ressource pool“ directory

 Information provided: institutional 

overview and capacity for cooperation; 

fields of research; international 

cooperation track incl. running projects 

and cooperation partners; contacts; 

concrete project ideas for international 

cooperation
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Further information and contact:

FLORIAN GRUBER

ALEXANDER DEGELSEGGER

Project Manager | South and Southeast Asia | inco-connect

Centre for Social Innovation | Linke Wienzeile 246, A-1150 

Vienna | Austria | Tel: 0043-1-49 50 442 56 | email: 

gruber@zsi.at; degelsegger@zsi.at
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